
Abandoned vessel/debris is spotted and 
reported to a federal, state or local  

agency 

vessel/debris is located 
in navigational channel 

vessel/debris is located in 
areas other than naviga-

tional channel 

Agency receiving report verifies  
location of vessel 

USACOE requires removal 

DHEC-OCRM requires removal 
if owner is known and vessel/

debris is abandoned 

fuel or other  
hazardous materials 

onboard 

SCDNR requires removal if 
vessel is not titled and no 
nighttime running lights 

USCG removes  
hazardous materials; 

vessel remains 

FEMA works with local 
governments to remove 

event debris that  
threatens public safety  

Debris resulting from a 
Presidentially-declared 

disaster 

Contractors are hired by 
local govt. for debris  

removal  

FEMA reimburses local 
govt. for portion of costs  

incurred 

vessel/debris is ordered for 
removal under civil  
enforcement process 

vessel/debris is ordered 
for removal under 

criminal enforcement 
process 

vessel/debris is moved 
out of channel 

vessel/debris is removed 
or civil case is appealed 

through magistrate 
court 

vessel/debris is removed or 
civil case is appealed to 
DHEC Board and ALC 

With funding, DHEC 
works with local  
governments to  

remove vessels/debris 
that are untraceable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Federal and State Agency Jurisdictional Flowchart 

Abandoned Vessels and Marine Debris 

SCDHEC - OCRM ——— 

SCDNR  ——— 

USCOE  ——— 

US Coast Guard ——— 

FEMA  ———                   


