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Satellite Sewer Systems

• Regulation 61-9.610

• “Satellite sewer system” 

– Wastewater system that is owned or operated – Wastewater system that is owned or operated 

by one person that discharges to a system that is 

owned or operated by a different person.

– Satellite sewer systems depend on a separate 

person for final wastewater treatment and 

discharge …
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Satellite Sewer Systems

Cities, Sub-districts



Satellite Rule Purpose

• NPDES/ND permits require

– Proper O&M

– Reporting of releases/overflows/bypasses– Reporting of releases/overflows/bypasses

• Satellite systems: prior regulation was 

construction only

• Develop inventory

• Track ownership transfers



Satellite Systems Covered

• No NPDES/ND (i.e., rely on others for final 
treatment/disposal)

• Facilities are subject to a DHEC • Facilities are subject to a DHEC 
construction permit [i.e., those who 
received a permit or would need one under 
R.61-67)]

• Who affected? (think customers of POTWs)

– Industries, apartments, sewer subdistricts, etc.



Industries Affected?

• Pretreatment 

facilities

• Other systems needing a permit (e.g., force 

main to force main connection).



Satellite Rule

• Addresses O&M and permitting

• Permitting via general operating permit• Permitting via general operating permit

• Permit effective when DHEC notifies 

individual systems

• Regulation applies regardless of permit 

coverage



Scope of R.61-9.610

(a) Properly manage, operate, and maintain at all times all 

parts of its sewer system(s), to include maintaining contractual 

operation agreements to provide services, if appropriate;

(b) Provide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak (b) Provide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak 

flows for all parts of the sewer system or, if capital improvements are 

necessary to meet this standard, develop a schedule of short and long 

term improvements;

(c) Take all reasonable steps to stop and mitigate the impact 

of releases of wastewater to the environment; and  

(d) Notify the Department within 30 days of a proposed 

change in ownership of a sewer system.



Satellite Permit



Scope of Permit

• Implement a O&M plan …

• Inventory of spare parts …

• Maintain a contact number• Maintain a contact number

• Keep records

• Provide DHEC info as needed

• Notify of transfer

• Report overflows

• Complete a form (basic info about system)



PERMIT: Report 

overflows that …

• Reach waters of the state

• Pose a threat to human health/environment

• Exceed 500 gallons (on land)

• Other notes:

– Notify orally within 24 hours

– In writing within 5 days

– On Form 3685

• Exceed 500 gallons (on land)

Notification thresholds 

same as what is expected 

for NPDES permittees.



Impact of Program

• Requirements include:

– Notification

– Proper O&M– Proper O&M

– Provide needed capacity in systems

– Have 24-hour number available

– Report system releases to environment

– DHEC approval of permit transfers



Satellite Questions?

• Bridget Clarke

• 803-898-4239• 803-898-4239

• clarkebm@dhec.sc.gov


