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1 PROCEEDI NG

2 M5. MOYE: Hel | o, and wel cone. You have j oi ned
3 DHEC s Virtual Public Hearing on the Draft Air
4 Quality Construction Permt for Effingham

5 Pel | et s.

6 My nane is Donna Mdye. | ampart of
7 DHEC s Communi ty Engagenent Team for

8 Envi ronmental Affairs, and I will be serving

9 as the Tech Host for tonight's hearing. It is
10 a pleasure to be here with you and on behal f
11 of DHEC, | would like to thank you for taking
12 the tine to join us renotely.

13 W al so have assi stance froma

14 menber of our Tech Teamtonight. 1'Il ask

15 Kat herine to introduce herself now.

16 YON: Good eveni ng, everyone. This is

17 Kat heri ne Yon

18 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Kat heri ne.

19 In just a few mnutes, you'll be introduced to
20 ot her DHEC staff who are also involved in
21 tonight's virtual public hearing.
22 We are using this technology to
23 provi de opportunities for continued
24 participation in our decision-nmaking processes
25 while we all do our part to reduce the spread
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1 of Coronavirus. It is so inportant that we

2 hear fromall who are interested, and doing so
3 in a safe and effective manner renmai ns our top
4 priority.

5 We encourage you to join us in

6 preventing the spread of COVID-19. Let's

7 fight this virus by rolling up our sleeves.

8 Everyone ages 12 and older is now eligible for
9 the vaccine. I1t's safe, it's quick, it's

10 easy, and best of all, it's free. No ID and
11 no i nsurance are needed. For information on
12 COVI D-19 and finding a vacci ne near you, cal
13 1- 866- 365-8110, or visit our website at

14 scdhec. gov/ vaxfacts, and that web address and
15 nunber are on your Screen now.

16 For tonight, we will be doing a few
17 things to help prevent distractions and ensure
18 that everyone is heard at the appropriate

19 time. Al caneras have been turned off and
20 all lines have been nuted in order to mnimze
21 background noi se and echoi ng so that everyone
22 can hear the presentation

23 After the presentation, we wll

24 unmute |lines and share further instructions so
25 that all who would |ike to provide conments
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1 tonight are able to do so. This virtual
2 hearing is being recorded and the recording
3 wi ||l be placed on our webpage within the next
4 several days. That recording has started.
5 We do have a full agenda tonight, so
6 I will turn things over to Mnica Taylor, who
7 wi Il be serving as our Hearing O ficer.
8 Moni ca, are you ready?
9 M5. TAYLOR Yes, thank you, Donna.
10 Hello, the time nowis 6:33 on Thursday, June
11 17th, 2021, and this public hearing will begin
12 now.
13 My nane is Monica Taylor. | wll
14 serve as your Hearing Oficer tonight. It is
15 ny pleasure to have you with us. W thank you
16 all for joining us renotely.
17 This public hearing is being held by
18 Sout h Carolina Departnment of Health and
19 Envi ronnmental Control, also known as DHEC.
20 The purpose of this hearing is to accept oral
21 comments and supporting i nformation on the
22 Draft Air Quality Permt for Effingham Pellets
23 LLC, located at 4905 | ngram Bypass, Effingham
24 South Carolina, Florence County.
25 The permtting process at DHEC
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1 begi ns when an application is received for one
2 or nore environnental permit. During the
3 permtting process, an applicant nust show
4 that the process operation can conply with
5 state and federal regulations. These
6 regul ations are devel oped to ensure human
7 health and the environnment are protected. In
8 addition to review ng the application, DHEC s
9 role is to wite and, if issued, enforce

10 permts that neet the requirements of the

11 regul ati ons.

12 You al so have a role in the DHEC

13 permtting process. Your conments are

14 i mportant to us and may provide DHEC staff

15 with additional things to consider when nmaking

16 a final decision regarding the Draft Ar

17 Quality Permt. It is inportant for you to

18 know that a final decision has not yet been

19 made and will not be made tonight. The

20 pur pose of this hearing is for you to provide

21 coments before a final decision is nade.

22 Continuing to provide safe and

23 effective opportunities for public invol venent

24 in our permtting process remains a top

25 priority for DHEC in the wake of the COVID- 19
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1 pandem c. This public hearing is being held
2 virtually because it allows for you to provide
3 verbal comments in real-tine fromthe confort
4 of your hone. The virtual aspect does
5 soneti mes have its own unique challenges. W
6 appreci ate your patience and understandi ng as
7 we work through any technical issues that may
8 ari se.
9 Conment s made toni ght are being
10 recorded and will be included in a witten
11 transcript prepared by a certified court
12 reporter. DHEC wel cones and encour age al
13 comrents nade tonight, as well as those
14 submtted in witing through the end of the
15 public comment period, which is on Thursday,
16 July 1st, by 5:00 p.m
17 DHEC has created a webpage for
18 access to information about the Draft Air
19 Permit. The webpage address, as Donna
20 menti oned, again is www. scdhec. gov/ Ef fi ngham
21 Pellets. A recording of this public hearing
22 wi ||l be posted on the webpage prior to the end
23 of the public coment period.
24 If you have not already done so, |
25 encourage you to go to our webpage and
803.749.8100
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1 conplete the registration formfor this
2 hearing. This will let us know how to notify
3 you of our final decision regarding the Draft
4 Alr Permt.
5 W will now nove on to the agenda
6 and the order in which we proceed for this
7 hearing. An overview of the proposed Draft
8 Air Permit and the DHEC air permitting process
9 will be provided by Kristen Tucker.
10 Fol | owi ng the presentation, we wll
11 begi n the public-coment portion by calling on
12 t hose who have indicated, during, during
13 registration that they would |like to coment.
14 I f you decide you no | onger wish to speak when
15 you're called on, you may decline at that
16 tine.
17 Once we have finished hearing from
18 all pre-registered speakers, those who did not
19 pre-register to speak will be given an
20 opportunity to nake their coments. At the,
21 at that tinme, our Tech Host will give
22 i nstructions on how you can indicate that you
23 woul d |i ke to comrent.
24 After all comments have been nade, |
25 wi Il make our closing remarks and the public
803.749.8100
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1 hearing wi |l be adjourned.
2 In order for everyone to have a fair
3 and equal opportunity to participate tonight,
4 and to ensure that we proceed in a tinely and,
5 and effective manner, the follow ng guidelines
6 have been establ i shed.
7 There will be no questions or
8 answers during or after the presentation or
9 comment s.
10 Your comments should not go over
11 three mnutes. At the end of the allotted
12 three mnutes, you will hear this sound (tiner
13 sound denonstrated). At the end of that three
14 mnutes, | may interrupt to let you know to
15 pl ease concl ude your thought. |If you have not
16 been able to conplete your comments within the
17 allotted time, you may also still submt them
18 in witing before the end of the coment
19 period. Please keep in mnd the fina
20 deci sions are not made based on a vote or how
21 many peopl e say the same things.
22 Pl ease be respectful towards all who
23 are presenting information or maki ng conments
24 here tonight. You each have a uni que and
25 val uabl e perspective. No one comment is
803.749.8100
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1 consi dered nore than anot her
2 Pl ease do not interrupt or ask other
3 partici pants to respond during your comments.
4 You should not comment or you -- |I'msorry.
5 Shoul d any comments or action begin to
6 interrupt the proceedings of this hearing, the
7 speaker will be placed on nute and possibly
8 removed fromthe online platform
9 I will now call on Kristen Tucker to
10 give the DHEC presentation. Kristen
11 M5. TUCKER: Thank you, Mbni ca.
12 Good evening, everyone. M nane is Kristen
13 Tucker. | ama permt witer for DHEC s
14 Bureau of Air Quality, and | was assigned to
15 review the application and draft the permt
16 for Effingham Pellets, LLC
17 "1l start with a quick overview of
18 the permtting process. |t begins when an
19 application is received and reviewed for
20 techni cal conpl eteness to ensure the project
21 will be in conmpliance with all applicable
22 regul ati ons.
23 Once the application has been
24 reviewed for technical conpleteness, the
25 Department determ nes which type of permt is
803.749.8100
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1 required, for exanple a mnor, major, or

2 synthetic mnor permt.

3 If the applicant denonstrates the

4 project can neet all applicable air

5 regul ations, a permt is drafted. The draft

6 permit will contain all applicable

7 requirenments.

8 There is an opportunity for public
9 input to ensure that all interested persons
10 have an opportunity to provide input on the
11 project. W are currently at this stage in
12 the process. Once all of these steps are

13 conplete, a final permt decision is nade.

14 Ef fi ngham Pel |l ets submtted an air
15 construction permt application on Decenber

16 10, 2020, to construct a brand-new wood pell et
17 manuf acturing facility with a production

18 capacity of 45,625 oven-dried short tons of

19 wood pellets per year. It will be |ocated at
20 4905 | ngram Bypass, Effingham South Carolina
21 29541.
22 Here is a map of the site of the new
23 facility and the surrounding area. The
24 property outlined in blue indicates where the
25 proposed facility will be constructed. This

803.749.8100
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1 land will be | eased fromthe Charles | ngram

2 Lunber Conpany, Inc., outlined in white.

3 The lunberm || operates at 4930

4 Pl aner Road and owns several parcels of |and

5 in the area. The closest residences are

6 approximately a quarter mle west of

7 Ef fi nghamis property line, along Ingram

8 Bypass.

9 Based on the proximty of the two

10 facilities, the Department consi dered whet her
11 Ef fi ngham Pel | ets and Charl es | ngram Lunber

12 Conmpany shoul d be permtted as a single source
13 or two separate sources. The Departnent bases
14 coll ocation on three criteria. The facilities
15 must neet all three of the followng criteria
16 to be considered coll ocated.

17 First, they nust be |ocated on

18 contiguous or adjacent sites. The address for
19 the two facilities are approximately one mle
20 apart; however, Charles Ingramowns the |and
21 on whi ch Effingham Pellet will operate.
22 Therefore, they will neet the criteria of
23 bei ng conti guous properties.
24 Second, they nust be in the sane
25 maj or industrial grouping. Both lunbermlls
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1 and pellet mlls fall under the sane Standard
2 I ndustrial O assification, Mijor Goup 24:
3 Lunber and Whod Products, not including
4 furniture. Therefore, they also neet this
5 criterion.
6 Third, they nmust be under common
7 control. Wile this aspect is very nuanced,
8 it focuses on who has deci si on- maki ng power
9 over the facilities. Based on provided
10 operation agreenents, Charles Ingramwll be a
11 partial owner of Effingham Pellets.
12 Fifty percent of EffinghamPellets
13 will be owmed by CVMB Effi ngham LLC, a
14 subsidiary of CM Bi omass, a Dani sh conpany.
15 The other 50 percent will be owned by
16 Ef fi ngham Bi o Fuels, LLC. Effingham Bi o Fuels
17 will be 40 percent owned by Charles |Ingram
18 and 60 percent owned by three high-Ievel
19 Charl es I ngram enpl oyees, each owni ng 20
20 percent. Therefore, Charles Ingramwl|
21 ef fectively have 20 percent ownership of
22 Ef f i ngham Pel | et s.
23 Because CMB Ef fi ngham and Ef fi ngham
24 Bio Fuels will have equal say in all major
25 deci sions and given that Charles Ingramis
803.749.8100
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1 only a partial owner of Effingham Bio Fuels,

2 there is no clear majority owner so the

3 facilities are not under common control.

4 Based on these criteria, the

5 Department has determ ned that Effingham

6 Pel l ets shall be permitted as a single source,

7 i ndependent from Charles | ngram

8 Here is a process fl ow di agram of

9 pel | et production at the proposed facility.

10 The facility will not have any pl aners,

11 sawn | |'s, dryers, or other equi pnent necessary
12 to process raw trees or greenwood, so it wll
13 only use dried wood shavings as its raw

14 material. These will mainly be supplied by
15 Charl es | ngram Lunber, which already processes
16 Sout hern Yell ow Pine | ogs into | unber and

17 produces dried shavings as a byproduct.

18 The shavings will arrive pre-dried
19 with a nmoisture content of 10 to 12 percent.
20 These shavings will be delivered via trucks,
21 which will unload into the shavings storage
22 bui | di ng, an encl osed building on the site,
23 then | oaded with nobil e equi pnmrent onto a
24 hydraul i cal | y-operated feed system and
25 encl osed conveyor. The conveyor system feeds
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1 the shavings into the pellet box, which

2 contains all of the pelletizing operations.

3 First, the shavings are processed in
4 the dry hammerm || to reduce the size of the

5 wood fibers. Once the fibers reach the

6 appropriate size, they' Il be conpressed in the
7 pellet mll. The conpression process produces
8 heat, so the newy fornmed pellets are then

9 cooled in a direct-contact heat exchanger

10 using anbient air. Finally, the cool ed

11 pell ets are conveyed fromthe pellet cooler to
12 a 310 cubic neter storage silo.

13 The pellet box is a containerized

14 process unit. The hamermll, pellet mll,

15 and pellet cooler are all housed inside the

16 single unit. The unit also includes a bag

17 filter and a cycl one separator, which are used
18 to capture raw material and return it to the
19 process.
20 These devi ces do reduce particul ate
21 em ssions, but their main purpose is to
22 i ncrease yield and i nprove worker hygi ene and
23 housekeepi ng, so they will not be considered
24 air pollution control devices. Shavings and
25 finished pellets enter and exit the unit via
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1 encl osed conveyor systens.

2 As a part of the air permtting

3 process, the facility is required to

4 denonstrate that they will not cause or

5 contribute to a violation of the Nationa

6 Anbient Air Quality Standards for regul ated

7 pol utants, established to be protective of

8 public health and wel fare. Effingham Pellets
9 will only emt three pollutants subject to

10 t hese standards: particulate matter, |ess than
11 10 microns in dianeter, PMLO; particul ate

12 matter, less than 2.5 microns in dianeter

13 PM2. 5; and carbon nonoxi de, CO  Em ssion

14 rates for each pollutant will be bel ow the

15 exenption rate for these standards.

16 Conpl i ance was al so denonstrated for
17 Standard 8 Toxic Air Pollutants. Effingham
18 denonstrated conpliance with the standards for
19 acrol ein and formal dehyde using the SCREEN3
20 nodel . Acet al dehyde, nethanol, and
21 propi onal dehyde have em ssion rates | ess than
22 the exenption threshold for nodeling, which
23 al so denonstrates conpliance with this
24 st andar d.
25 State and federal regul ations have

803.749.8100
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1 est abl i shed standards that are protective of
2 t he environnent and public health. The permt
3 contains the applicable limts and regul ati ons
4 fromall federal and state air regulations.
5 Based on proposed operations and
6 cal cul ated em ssions, Effingham Pellets wll
7 be subject to the listed regulations. Note
8 that fugitive dust regulation includes dust
9 em ssions fromonsite truck traffic.
10 The Draft Construction Permt
11 i ncl udes requirenents for periodic source
12 tests to verify emi ssion factors of al
13 expected pollutants emtted fromthe dry
14 hanrmerm ||, the pellet mll, and the pellet
15 cooler. The Draft Construction Permt also
16 requires the facility to create and foll ow a
17 Best Managenment Practices Plan in order to
18 better control dust generated onsite and an
19 Operation and Mai ntenance Pl an. These pl ans
20 will be reviewed, reassessed, and updated as
21 needed.
22 The next steps in the permtting
23 process will be to continue receiving comments
24 through the 5 p.m deadline on Thursday, July
25 1, 2021. After the deadline, DHEC will review
803.749.8100
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1 all the comments received and provide a
2 witten summary response before naking a fina
3 decision. Once the final decision is nade, a
4 15-day appeal period begins.
5 Agai n, comments can be subm tted by
6 mail or email through the 5 p.m deadline on
7 July 1st, 2021. Mail should be addressed to:
8 BAQ Public Notice Coordi nator, DHEC/ BAQ 2600
9 Bul | Street, Colunbia, South Carolina 29201.
10 Emai | s should be sent to
11 Ai r PNcomment s@lhec. sc. gov.
12 The application and draft permt can
13 be found at www. scdhec. gov/ Ef fi ngham Pel | et s.
14 Finally, if you have any questions
15 about the proposed project, please |let ne
16 know. You can reach ne by phone at (803) 898-
17 0968, or by emmil at Tucker KD@hec. sc. gov.
18 Thank you for your tinmne.
19 M5. TAYLOR Thank you, Kristen
20 Now, we will now transition into the conment
21 portion of tonight's public hearing. | would
22 like to reiterate that DHEC staff are here to
23 listen to your coments about the Effingham
24 Pellets LLC, Draft Air Quality Permt;
25 however, answers or responses to questions
803.749.8100

Southern Reporting, Inc.
www.souther nrepor ting.net
Souglern Reporting, Inc.



Public Hearing

Effingham Pellets, LL C Draft Air State Construction Per mit

Page 19
6/17/2021

1 will not be provided tonight.

2 Pl ease take note of Kristen Tucker's
3 contact information. You can contact her

4 directly, if there are any questions.

5 Donna will now call on those who

6 have indicated during pre-registration that

7 they would |ike to nmake coments. After your
8 name is called, you may then unnute your |ine.
9 Pl ease then state your -- state and spell your
10 name for the court reporter prior to speaking.
11 Donna, who is first on our list?

12 MOYE: Thank you, Monica. Can you hear ne
13 okay?

14 TAYLOR: We can hear you, maybe just a tad
15 bit |ow

16 MOYE: Okay. | mght need to make a little
17 bit of an adjustnment here, but first on the
18 list is ---

19 YON: Donna, you're very faint. | think
20 if, if you could maybe switch back to your
21 ot her device, and | can go ahead and say the
22 first nane on the |ist.
23 That is Estrella Sainburg.
24 apol ogize if |I'm m spronouncing that, but if
25 you are with us, please go ahead and unnute
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1 your mc. (Pause for response.)

2 If you're calling in, you' re going

3 to want to hit *6 to unnmute. (Pause for

4 response.) Estrella Sainburg. (Pause for

5 response.)

6 M5. MOYE: Kat herine, can you hear nme okay now?

7 M5. YON Yes.

8 M5. MOYE: kay.

9 M5. YON Donna, it doesn't look like Estrella
10 is with us or is able to unnute, so maybe we
11 can cone back to her in a few m nutes.

12 M5. MOYE: Ckay, we'll be glad to do that.

13 Next on the list is Robby Phillips with

14 Dogwood Al | i ance.

15 It |ooks like you are joining us by

16 conput er, Robby, so you can unnute your |ine

17 now to begi n your comments.

18 MR PHILLIPS: Can you hear nme okay?

19 M5. MOYE: Yes, we can; go ahead.

20 MR PH LLIPS: Geat, thank you. H, ny nane is

21 Robby Phillips. 1'm20 years old. I'ma

22 student of environnental science and policy,

23 and |'m deeply concerned about the air permt

24 subm tted by Effingham Pellets, LLC, and the

25 proposed wood pellet m |l in Florence County.
803.749.8100
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1 "' masking you to please deny this air permt
2 and prevent the expansion of the wood pell et
3 i ndustry throughout South Carolina.

4 My teenage years have been defined
5 by natural disasters, crises of air and water
6 quality, and dire warnings about the future of
7 our climate and our planet. |'ve seen

8 friends' hones in California put in peril by
9 wildfires, and fl oodwaters surroundi ng ny

10 grandparent's honme after extraordinary

11 hurricanes. |'ve | earned extensively about

12 the devastation that will come if we do not

13 act swiftly to curb greenhouse gas eni ssions
14 wor | dw de.

15 The proposed mll in Florence County
16 wi || produce over 40,000 tons of pellets each
17 year, anmounting to nore than three acres of

18 our forests being cut down every single day.
19 It will produce carbon em ssions equivalent to
20 an additional 18,171 cars on the road every
21 singl e year.
22 Despite clains by industry
23 proponents, including many who | expect wll
24 speak on the call tonight, wood pellet and
25 bi omass energy sources are not clean and
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1 climate-friendly, but in fact severely

2 exacerbate the climate crisis fromthe

3 begi nning to the end of the harvesting,

4 produci ng, and burning process.

5 In addition to the catastrophic

6 i mpact projects like this one wll have on our
7 climate, the air we breathe will be

8 significantly inpacted by particulate matter,
9 vol ati |l e organi c conpounds, and nore, which

10 will contribute to high rates of asthma, |ung
11 di sease, and lung cancer found in communities
12 which live at near facilities like that in the
13 proposal, even if they follow the standards

14 set by DHEC

15 VWi | e not hi ng can nmake these

16 devastating inpacts on our health and futures
17 worth it, this proposal especially will weak
18 havoc on the surrounding comunity with no

19 meani ngful tradeoff. It is projected to only
20 produce about 10 jobs in the Florence County
21 region. This proposal will enrich a few
22 executives at the expense of our health and
23 l'ives.
24 It is inperative for all of our
25 futures that we do not expand carbon-intensive
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1 ener gy sources anynore, which includes

2 bi omass. The stakes are too high. The |IPCC
3 has al ready warned that we nust cut em ssions
4 in half by 2030 to avoid clinmate catastrophe
5 and we have hardly nmade progress towards this
6 target. Wod pellet mlls [ike these wll

7 only push us further offtrack, while further
8 harm ng al ready vul nerable communities |ike

9 those in Effingham

10 For the health and wel |l being of all
11 t he nmenbers of the Florence and Effi ngham

12 Community, and for all of our futures, |'m
13 asking DHEC to pl ease deny the air permt

14 requested by Effingham Pellets, LLC, and

15 prevent further expansion of the harnful and
16 destructive wood pellet industry in South

17 Carolina. Thank you for the opportunity to
18 comment .

19 M5. MOYE: Thank you so rmuch, M. Phillips.
20 Next on our list is David Wite.
21 M. Wite, | believe you' re joining
22 us by conputer. You can unnute your, your
23 i ne now.
24 MR VH TE: Thank you. M nanme is David Wite,
25 D-A-V-1-D, WHI-T-E. | live in Darlington
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1 County, South Carolina. | oppose the wood

2 pel l et plant because the -- while the industry
3 clainms that it is a carbon-neutra

4 application, it is, it is indeed not, and

5 maki ng wood pellets fromthe trees and, and

6 doing our fast-rotation forestry that we do,

7 it does not help wth carbon sequestration.

8 VWhile it is said that forests do

9 contribute to carbon sequestration, that

10 really just applies to older-gromh forests,
11 not the, the fast pine rotations that we're

12 doing now. The public would be better served
13 by policies that pronote diverse forests with
14 | onger rotations. | oppose the plant, but if
15 it, if it is to be built, it should be held to
16 hi gh pol luti on standard controls and shoul d

17 not be subsidized at taxpayer expense, as if
18 they were providing a public good. Thank you
19 M5. MOYE: Thank you so much, M. Wite.
20 Moving al ong with our pre-regi stered speakers,
21 we have David Quick.
22 M. Quick, | believe you are joining
23 us by conputer as well. You can unnute your
24 i ne now and begi n your comments.
25 MR QU CK It's actually cell phone. Can you
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1 hear me?

2 M5. MOYE: Yes, we can; please go ahead.

3 MR QUI CK: My nane is David Quick, D A-V-1-D,

4 QUI-CGK | live in the Town of Munt

5 Pl easant, in the County of Charleston, in the
6 State of South Carolina.

7 | oppose the wood pellet facility in
8 Ef fi ngham and urge DHEC to deny the permt.

9 My famly has lived in the Pee Dee area of

10 South Carolina for generations dating back to
11 the late 1700s. During that time, our forests
12 have been repeatedly deci mated, our soi

13 depl eted and poi soned with everything from

14 radi oactive waste to other states' garbage, to
15 nonst op pesticide use, and our air has been

16 filled wwth funes fromfactory exhaust to hog
17 farmeffluent.

18 Many of the obnoxious industries in
19 Sout h Carolina have been |located in
20 comuni ti es where bl ack, brown, and indi genous
21 people live, as well as working-class whites.
22 | amtired of South Carolina being okay with
23 all the pollution and environnental injustices
24 t hat have occurred over the centuries.
25 Way shoul d we be okay for an
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1 i ndustry to be located in a predom natel y-

2 bl ack conmunity that woul d be responsible for
3 cutting down nore than a thousand acres of

4 forest, produce 94.3 thousand tons of CO2

5 em ssions, which is equivalent to nore than

6 18, 000 gas-powered cars on our road, and

7 rel ease particulate matter, VOCs, and

8 hazardous air pollutants? Al for just 10

9 j obs? Cone on, we can do better. South

10 Carolina can do better.

11 A new wood pellet mlIl wll further
12 degrade our clinmate, ecosystem and the health
13 of our people. Denying this permt is

14 essential to protect the health and wel | bei ng
15 of all South Carolinians now and in the

16 future. Thank you very nuch

17 M5. MOYE: Thank you, M. Quick

18 And | do want to say that we appreciate

19 everyone being m ndful of the tinme limt as we
20 do have many people who want to speak tonight.
21 So, thank you very nuch for that.
22 Next on our list is Elaine Cooper.
23 Ms. Cooper, are you with us? (Pause for
24 response.) El aine Cooper? (Pause for
25 response.)
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1 Ms. Cooper, if you are having

2 trouble online, joining us online, we do

3 encourage you to try joining us by phone.

4 Kat herine, if you can put that, that
5 slide back up on the screen with the call-in
6 nunmber. And what we will do, Ms. Cooper, is
7 we will conme back to you in just a few

8 m nut es.

9 Next, we have Taylor Fitts on behalf
10 of the U S. Industrial Pellet Association

11 (Pause for response.) Taylor Fitts, F-1-T-T-
12 S?

13 MR FITTS: Good evening. M nane is Tayl or

14 Fitts, T-A-Y-L-OR F-1-T-T-S, and |'mthe

15 Vi ce President of Communications for the U S
16 I ndustrial Pellet Association

17 USIPA is a not-for-profit trade

18 associ ation based in R chnond, Virginia, that
19 pronotes sustainability and safety practices
20 within the U S. wood energy industry. Qur
21 menber shi p includes | argescal e-producers of
22 sust ai nabl e wood bi omass fuel across the
23 Sout heast .
24 As you consider the permt
25 application for Effingham Pellets, I'd like to
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1 enphasi ze that the world' s |leading scientific
2 institutions and real -world data confirmthe
3 positive benefits of wood biomass for the
4 climte, our environnment, and grow ng
5 econom es |ike Effingham According to the
6 world' s forenost clinmate experts, wood
7 bi oenergy limts global warmng by repl acing
8 fossil fuels and keeping our forests intact.
9 This is the conclusion of the U N

10 I nt ergover nnental Panel on Cimate Change

11 which is widely considered the gl oba

12 authority on climate science.

13 The | PCC makes clear that forests
14 and forest products have an essential role to
15 play in mtigating clinmte change and this

16 i ncl udes bi omass fuel. Wod biomass fuel also
17 benefits the environnent by strengthening the
18 mar ket for forestry. It provides additiona
19 i ncome for | andowners to help them keep

20 pl anting trees and managing their forests

21 versus converting their |and for other uses.
22 It's because of these strong

23 mar kets, the data fromthe U S. Departnent of
24 Agriculture shows that forest inventory and
25 forested area in the U S. Southeast has
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1 steadily increased since the m d-1950s, and
2 that forest carbon stocks have nore than
3 doubl ed.
4 In South Carolina al one, the volune
5 of live trees has increased by nore than one
6 billion cubic feet between 2014 and 2019.
7 This trend has held steady for decades. Wod
8 bi omass fuel only accounts for about three
9 percent of all harvested wood each year across
10 t he Sout heast. Therefore, it's easy to see
11 why our forests remain stable, productive, and
12 heal t hy, even as they provide a steady supply
13 of renewabl e forest products, including
14 bi omass fuel
15 Finally, 1'd like to point out that
16 the Effi ngham Pell et facility is specifically
17 designed to produce wood pellets using only
18 the wood residues that are left over from
19 sawri || operations. These residues are a
20 nui sance for sawn|ls and often have few ot her
21 comrerci al uses. EffinghamPellets will help
22 alleviate this problem by providing a higher-
23 value, nore efficient use for this existing
24 bypr oduct .
25 The science and real -world data show
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1 us that an approved permt at the Effingham

2 facility will help to fight climte change,

3 support sustainable forestry, and provide jobs

4 and econom c investnent for the |oca

5 community. Thank you.

6 M5. YON Thank you, M. Fitts. The ---

7 M5. MOYE: Thank you.

8 M5. YON kay.

9 M5. MOYE: Next on the list, we have Loretta
10 Slater with the Wiitney M Sl ater Foundation
11 Ms. Slater, if you're joining -- are you
12 t here?

13 MS. SLATER: Yes, | am here.
14 M5. MOYE: Thank you so much, please go ahead,
15 if you'll renmenber to spell your nanme for the
16 court reporter, please.
17 M5. SLATER: Okay. M nane is Loretta Slater,
18 and that's L-ORE-T-T-A, Slater, Sin front
19 of later, that's it. M coment, | |lost ny
20 daughter to a facility plant like this
21 al ready, so | don't want nobody to go through
22 what |' m goi ng through, because |I'm by nyself,
23 and | lost her at the age of 21, of toxics in
24 the air, because it don't stay there in one
25 place. It -- the wind blows and it fl ows.
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1 So, that's ny coment.
2 My statenent is, please don't build
3 this facility. W do not want to, to -- for
4 our young people to get sick, and any nothers
5 and fathers have to go through what |'m going
6 through at this tinme. Thank you.
7 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Slater, and | would
8 like to say how sorry I amfor your |loss. |
9 know | osing a child cannot be easy, so thank
10 you for sharing that with us.

11 Next on the list, we have Carolyn
12 Wt her spoon, also on behalf of the Witney M
13 Sl ater Foundation, | believe. M.

14 W t her spoon, you can ---

15 M5. W THERSPOON: Yes. M nane ---

16 M5. MOYE: Go ahead.

17 M5. W THERSPOON: Hel | 0?

18 M5. MOYE: Yes, ma'am ---

19 M5. W THERSPOON: Yes, ny nane ---

20 M5. MOYE: --- go ahead.

21 M5. W THERSPOON: Yes, my name is Carolyn

22 Wt herspoon, GA-ROL-Y-N WI-T-HE-R S P-O
23 ON I'dlike to say | don't think that

24 that's a safe thing. | think y'all should
25 just, do not let thembuild here because we
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1 al ready have enough of pollution, and nore
2 peopl e are coming up with cancer, healthy
3 peopl e that don't snoke, that, you know, are
4 not in places that snoke.
5 | mean, it's just bad for our air,
6 and it's nore pollution, and | feel like it's
7 going to be nore people getting sicker and
8 sicker if this plant comes to Florence. Thank
9 you.
10 M5. MOYE: Thank you very much, M.
11 W't her spoon.
12 M5. W THERSPOON: Uh- huh.
13 M5, MOYE: Movi ng al ong now with our pre-
14 regi stered speakers, we have Rashad Cade on
15 behal f of New Al pha Community Devel opnent
16 Corporation. (Pause for response.) Rashad
17 Cade?
18 MR. CADE: Yes, I'mhere. Can you hear ne?
19 M5. MOYE: Yes, sir, we can, thank you so mnuch.
20 Pl ease renmenber to spell your name for the
21 court reporter.
22 MR. CADE: Ckay, thank you. M nane is Rashad
23 Cade. You spell that, RA-S-H A-D, |ast nane
24 CA-DE. And | amin full opposition of the
25 Ef fi ngham wood pel | et pl ant being built
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1 because of multiple reasons.

2 As it was stated earlier, |I do know

3 that there are sone people who have lost their

4 lives due to the pollution that has happened

5 as a result of conpanies just comng in and

6 acquiring land and just wanting to build in

7 areas that are fully popul ated with peopl e of

8 m nority descent.

9 And what |, what | have a probl em
10 with is | don't think that it's a very w se
11 decision to just want to build in mnority
12 communi ti es when there are nany, nany acres,
13 t housands of acres of |and that are nowhere
14 near our communities that are not even being
15 utilized.

16 If you drive through the State of

17 South Carolina, and states of that sort, you

18 can see that there are countless mles of

19 green |land that they can go and take shop at,

20 but they decide to nove right in the areas

21 where mnority communities are, which I think

22 Is a target on mnority comunities.

23 Not only that, but | also feel as

24 t hough the 10 jobs that are being offered is a

25 very | ow nunber from an econom c standpoint.
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1 Those 10 jobs, there are sone that are already
2 accounted for that -- so that number won't

3 even be 10 jobs that they will be offering.

4 When it says that they are offering 10 new

5 jobs, this -- the town of Effingham has al nost
6 11,000 residents, so you're tal king about the
7 econom ¢ benefit for |ess than one one-

8 t housandt h of the popul ation

9 And so, | really do think that it's
10 not an econonically-savvy idea, especially

11 being that a |ot of these conmpani es are on

12 tenporary contracts, so once they are done

13 with their jobs and done with whatever they're
14 going to do, the residents of Effingham as

15 well as the residents of Florence County, wll
16 be faced with the issues of bearing the

17 financial responsibility to keep that building
18 afl oat and to continue to pay for that

19 bui I di ng' s exi stence even after they' re done.
20 So, | amin full opposition.
21 M5. MOYE: Thank you so much, M. Cade.
22 | do want to junp back up to Ms. Estrella
23 Sai nbur g.
24 It 1ooks Iike, Ms. Sainburg, that
25 you are joining us by phone. |If you are ---
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1 SAINBURG Yes, | am Can you hear me?
2 MOYE: Yes, ma'am we can. Thank you so
3 much, and if you woul d pl ease spell your nane.
4 SAI NBURG.  Yes, definitely. So, it's E, S as
5 in Sam T, Ras in rabbit, E-L-L-A and |ast
6 name Sai nburg, S-A-1-NB-URG
7 MOYE: Thank you. You can go ahead and
8 begi n.
9 SAI NBURG  Thank you. Thanks for having ne and
10 t hanks for com ng back to ne, so.
11 My nane is Estrella Sainburg, and
12 am an organi zer with the, a, a concerns group
13 of Effingham and we have heard | oud and cl ear
14 from menbers of comunities across the
15 Sout heast that have faced wood pell et
16 facilities, that their comunities have not
17 benefited fromthese facilities, that the
18 facilities thensel ves have caused di sturbances
19 to their day-to-day life, and not their, the
20 enpl oynment has been limted, it's non
21 nonexi stent for their comunities.
22 And so, given that there is, that
23 there are famlies in the area that are asking
24 for this plant to be denied, it's inportant
25 that we |l earn from other places that have
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1 already had plants in their locale, to, to

2 grow and progress, and to really create the

3 South Carolina that we seek and, and dream of.
4 It's inportant to acknow edge the

5 benefits of trees and to prioritize our, to

6 prioritize our environnment over profit.

7 Furt hernore, as our -- as a comunity nenber,
8 t he previous comunity nmenber mentioned, the
9 benefits, the jobs are not -- the, the jobs in
10 the facility does not bring enploynent to the
11 | ocal conmunity. Ten is not a high nunber,

12 and furthernore, it's requiring subsidies and
13 tax nmoney from fromthe, fromthe State.

14 And so, please, you know, as, as

15 I ndi vi dual s that have taken an oath to serve
16 the people, it's inportant that we listen to
17 the people in the decisions that we mnake.

18 And so, thank you for, for

19 listening, and | really hope that you'l
20 consi der the inpact, because an air permt is
21 not just about the air you're -- it is, it is
22 the entryway into, into, into the many
23 devastating effects of a wood pellet facility.
24 Thank you.
25 M5. MOYE: Thank you so nuch, Ms. Sai nburg.
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1 kay, next on our list is Dr. Florence Anoruo,
2 I"'mnot sure if I'"m pronouncing that
3 correctly, on behalf of Environnental Action
4 G oup. (Pause for response.)

5 Dr. Anoruo, if you are with us, you
6 can unnmute your line now to begin your

7 comrents. (Pause for response.)

8 And I'mnot sure if Dr. Anoruo is

9 with us, so we are going to skip and go on to
10 the next, and we'll conme back to Dr. Anoruo
11 before we wwap up the regi stered comrenters.
12 So, next on the list of pre-

13 regi stered speakers is Drew Martin. (Pause
14 for response.) Drew Martin on behal f of

15 Sierra Cub, | believe. (Pause for response.)
16 Ckay, we will skip Drew Martin as well and

17 cone back in a few m nutes.

18 Next on the list is Pete Parr on

19 behal f of the Pee Dee Indian Tribe. M. Parr,

20 if you are with us, you can unnute your |ine.

21 (Pause for response.)

22 CH EF PARR: Hel | 0?

23 MS. MOYE: Yes, M. Parr?

24 CH EF PARR: Hel | 0?

25 M5. MOYE: H, can you hear ne?
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1 CH EF PARR: Yes, ma'am

2 M5. MOYE: Ckay.

3 CH EF PARR: Can you hear me?

4 M5. MOYE: We, we sure can. Please go ahead

5 w th your comments.

6 CH EF PARR: My nane is Chief Pete Parr of the

7 Pee Dee Indian, Indian Tribe in South Carolina
8 here. P-E-T-E, P-A-R-R W Native Americans
9 have been fighting these forests and trying to
10 keep themalive, and it seens |ike when

11 noney's involved, we |ose out. W' ve been

12 losing for a long tine.

13 I think if, if y"all would not allow
14 the permt to, to be done and give us a chance
15 to, to build our air and our flooding, to stop
16 the flooding by the trees being renoved for

17 this pellet plant, we would appreciate it.

18 You know, our people have been around for

19 years and years, and we learned, and it's tine
20 that we start |earning again. And the people
21 that is noney-hungry, and | hate to say that
22 -- these wood pellets are being shipped all
23 over the world and it's not benefiting our
24 country.
25 So, | ask you, please, do not give
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1 this permt. Thank you very mnuch.

2 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Chief Parr, for your

3 comrents. W appreciate that.

4 Next on our list, we have Reverend Leo

5 Wodberry. Reverend Wodberry, are you with
6 us? (Pause for response.)

7 MR WOODBERRY: CGood evening. M nanme is Reverend
8 Leo Wodberry, L-E-O last name, WO O D B-E-
9 R-R-Y, and I'mthe Executive Director for New
10 Al pha Community Devel opnment Cor poration naki ng
11 my coments in opposition to the construction
12 of this proposed facility.

13 You know, we often hear about the
14 good things that these types of industries

15 bring to communities, but in actuality, when
16 you | ook at the nunber of trees that are

17 i ncreased, they are primarily pine plantations
18 that disrupt ecosystem do not contribute to
19 the biodiversity that causes disruptions to
20 our environment.
21 It al so does not take into
22 consideration the industry science that is
23 equi valent to the industry science that once
24 told us that cigarette snoking was good for
25 our health.
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1 Wien we | ook at the I PCC and what

2 t hey sai d about biomass, that was not done in
3 a nonolithic manner. W |ook at the 200

4 scientists that sent a letter |last year to

5 congress opposi ng the expansion of the bionass
6 wood pellet industry, we find scientists |like
7 Bill Momaw, who was a nenber of the | PCC,

8 whi ch won a Nobel Prize in 2007.

9 The big problemthat we have with

10 plants like this is that they're taking

11 advantage of a |oophole in the Cean Ar Act.
12 EPA and South Carolina DHEC i s not | ooking at
13 the cunul ative inpacts on the health of, of,
14 of our citizens. More than 18,000 nore

15 em ssions will be released into the air

16 because of this facility.

17 Let's keep in mnd the enissions

18 that we have fromour 120 and 195, which

19 conbi ned threatens the health of our
20 community. Let's keep in mind the inpacts on
21 the clean water that we see when, when trees
22 are cut down. Let's look at the inpacts that
23 forest, forestry, foresting and | oggi ng has on
24 our forests when they cut down trees but they
25 don't dig appropriate ditches which allows the
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1 flooding to increase.
2 And then, once again, tine after
3 time after time, we hear that when these
4 plants are built that they're going to start
5 of f just by using wood waste, but when the
6 expansi ons take place, as we nuch, as we very
7 much suspect that this plant will be expanded
8 because of the adjacent land that it's on
9 that as they expand, nore trees are cut down,
10 nore VOCs are rel eased, to say nothing about
11 the noise that the citizens have to put --
12 (tinmer sounds) --and the particulate nmatter.
13 So, in closing, |I'd just say, we
14 oppose the, the construction of this facility.
15 Thank you.
16 M5. MOYE: Thank you so nuch, Reverend
17 Wodberry. Next, we have Penny Cothran on
18 behal f of the Sierra C ub.
19 Ms. Cothran are you with us? (Pause
20 for response.) Penny Cothran on behalf of the
21 Sierra Cub? (Pause for response.)
22 Cothran, if you' re having trouble
23 unmuting your line, you can call in. W wll
24 skip Ms. Cothran and conme back to you.
25 Ant hony Hal |, on behal f of Florence
803.749.8100

Southern Reporting, Inc.
www.souther nrepor ting.net
Souglern Reporting, Inc.



Efingham Peles, LLC Draft Air State Consirution Permit /1713021

1 Denmocracy Center? (Pause for response.)

2 MR, HALL: Can you hear ne?

3 M5. MOYE: Yes, sir, we can. Please go ahead

4 MR, HALL: Al right, can you hear ne?

5 M5. MOYE: Yes, sir

6 MR HALL: Al right, it's Anthony Hall, A-NT-
7 HONY, HAL-L 1'dlike to voice ny

8 opposition to the Effi ngham wood pellet plant.
9 Well, | guess, first of all, just

10 fromlistening to everybody el se, we know

11 that, that nunmber one, that this plant will be
12 a polluter. You know, you, you admitted it

13 yourself. You, you just admit that it -- you,
14 you seen it as in ternms of acceptable anmounts
15 of pollution.

16 W' ve, we've heard that cutting down
17 the trees is bad for the environnent. So, |
18 was | ooki ng at something and | saw that the

19 CDC estimates that it costs 80 billion dollars
20 a year in asthma-rel ated costs, treatnent,
21 | ost-time wages, work, those kind of things.
22 In 2015, South Carolina spent 12 billion for
23 the fl ood.
24 So, it seens like to ne that for the
25 fewlittle jobs that you' re going to get,
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1 whi ch, nost |ikely, nost of those jobs are
2 probably al ready gone, and the ones that
3 they'll probably give to the -- if anybody in
4 Ef finghamis going to get one, it'll probably
5 be sonme m nimumwage. It's not going to be a
6 -- it's not like it's going to be a, a good-
7 payi ng uni on j ob.
8 So, it seens to ne that the
9 devastation that it does doesn't necessarily
10 equal out. That's, that's -- on the streets
11 they would call that backward hustling. You,
12 you spendi ng, you spendi ng nore noney than you
13 getting in, than you bringing in.
14 Nunber one -- another thing is that
15 asthma i s one of the nunber one diseases
16 anongst the young. African-Anmericans are
17 three tinmes as likely to get it, three tines
18 as likely to die for it, die fromit. So, it
19 seens like to ne that, again, what you're
20 getting of it is not really worth what you're
21 putting into it.
22 And | also thought it's funny
23 because |'massumng that DHEC is there to, to
24 keep the people safe, you know, to, to, to
25 | ook out for the people's interest. So,
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1 anything that -- a little bit of pollution is
2 too rmuch for our children. The small est
3 anount of pollution is too nmuch for our
4 chil dren.
5 And it's |like they say, what goes up
6 when the wi nd bl ows, you don't never know
7 where, where it goes. You know, one day that
8 wind is going to blow into your nei ghborhood.
9 Just, just hope that it's not, it's, it's not
10 anyt hi ng devastating before people realize
11 that facilities like this, that they're worth
12 nore harmthan they are good. (Tinmer sounds.)
13 Again, like | say, ny nane is
14 Ant hony Hal |, voicing ny opposition to the
15 Ef fi ngham wood pellet plant. That's ny
16 comment .
17 M5. MOYE: Thank you so nmuch, M. Hall
18 Next, we have Harol d Hughes. (Pause for
19 response.) |Is there a Harold Hughes? | was
20 about to say Howard Hughes. 1Is there a Harold
21 Hughes who pre-registered and is with us
22 tonight? (Pause for response.)
23 Ckay, we're going to skip over M.
24 Hughes and cone back in a nmonment. Next, we
25 have Virginia Sanders on behal f of M dl ands
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1 Sierra Cub Chapter.

2 Ms. Sanders, are you with us?

3 (Pause for response.) Virginia Sanders.

4 (Pause for response.) GCkay, we'll ---

5 SINGLETON: This is Virginia ---

6 MOYE: --- skip Ms. -- is that you, M.

7 Sander s?

8 SINGLETON: Hi, this is Dr. Virginia Singleton.

9 I think that was supposed to be Singl eton.

10 MOYE: Ckay. Thank you, and are you with
11 the Mdlands Sierra C ub?

12 SI NGLETON: Well, they probably called nme in as
13 the Mdlands Sierra C ub.

14 MOYE: Ckay, | want to nmake sure we have
15 this right. So, it's Dr. Virginia Singleton?
16 SI NGLETON: Virginia Singleton, right. Just

17 like the State of Virginia, and Single-ton.
18 MOYE: Al'l right, we have you now, Dr.

19 Singl eton. Thank you so nuch for clarifying
20 that and you can begin with your coments.

21 SI NGLETON: Thank you so very nuch. Yes, |

22 called in concerning the Effi ngham wood pel | et
23 plant comng to Effingham | amin total

24 opposition to that plant com ng to Effingham
25 | live here in Florence, South Carolina. | am
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1 the Senior Pastor at the Divine Church of

2 Del i verance; however, ny concern is, first of
3 all, the location of the plant being in a

4 rural area which is predom nately bl ack.

5 Usual | y, these plants, when they

6 cone, they come into the di sadvant age

7 communities, or the black and brown. The

8 bl acks are the nost disproportionately

9 affected by air pollution, which causes al

10 types of respiratory problens, and we read

11 these things are ignored nostly in these type
12 of areas.

13 There's all type of contam nates

14 that are rel eased by these wood pellets,

15 i ncl udi ng those hazardous air pollutants, such
16 as nitrogen oxi de, carbon nonoxide, and ot her
17 fine-grained soot, which get into the air, and
18 as we know, air travels. Wuen it gets in the
19 wind, it blows. So, it does not just remain
20 in one particular |ocation.
21 For 10 jobs, why should we risk so
22 many lives? In the black and brown areas,
23 there's already a ot of health disparities
24 that goes on. People cannot manage their
25 heal t hcare al ready, so why bring other
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1 chal l enges to our black and brown conmunities
2 when they al ready cannot manage their
3 heal t hcar e.

4 So, |I'm asking that DHEC to pl ease
5 take another look at is it really worth it to
6 bring other challenges to Effinghan? Thank

7 you.

8 MOYE: Thank you so nmuch, Dr. Singleton

9 Next, we have Buquilla Ervin-Cannon, and

10 apol ogi ze if | have m spronounced the nane, on
11 t he behal f of Pee Dee Mnority Health.

12 ERVI N- CANNON:  |' m here.

13 MOYE: Thank you so nuch. If you would

14 pl ease begin by spelling your first and | ast
15 name for the court reporter.

16 ERVI N-CANNON: My nane is Buquilla Ervin-Canon
17 B-UQUI-L-L-A Ervin, EERV-1-N, dash,

18 Cannon, CGA-NNN-ON | am speaking on behal f
19 of the Pee Dee Mnority Health O fice, which I
20 have been the Executive Director for 29 years.
21 | cone to you on behalf of nmy clients, ny
22 patients, in reference to Effingham pellet.
23 We di scussed this consistently in our Zoom
24 nmeetings for the last three weeks. W are
25 concerned, as we have been for over three
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1 decades, about the way that our black and

2 brown conmunities are used and abused by those
3 t hat have access, noney, and power.

4 We have seen over the years, the

5 | ongevity of these plants in our comunities.
6 As recently as 2003, there was a study done in
7 reference to how many manufacturing plants,

8 how much wat er that was contam nated that have
9 i nfl uenced and had an effect on the di sease of
10 African- Aneri cans, Native Anericans, and

11 br own.

12 W are concerned because we have had
13 a high rate of asthma, sickle cell, heart

14 di sease in young peopl e because of |ack of

15 I nsurance, |ack of healthcare, and the issue
16 with the fact that, of where they're staying.
17 They can't nove because it is probably famly,
18 heir property, so they can't nove out of these
19 conmuni ti es.
20 And so, they just have to sit and
21 suffer, and suffer because of the fact that
22 these plants and manufacturers as Effi ngham
23 pellets that say they are providing jobs, but
24 what is 10 jobs, and it's probably not even
25 that many, conpared to hundreds of folks for
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1 generations to cone, even after I am no | onger
2 here, that will still be suffering and wl|
3 not -- will be the voiceless in the community
4 because of poverty and di sadvant aged
5 | ocati ons?

6 | oppose this, and | oppose this on
7 behal f of mnorities as, in which we serve the
8 six counties of the Pee Dee. So, we are

9 standing firmy, firmy on solid ground that
10 this plant is not a plant -- should not have
11 ever even been considered, due to the fact

12 that the stats, all -- (tiner sounds) -- and
13 what it does to our community. Thank you

14 M5. MOYE: Thank you so much for those comments
15 on behalf of the clients of Pee Dee Mnority
16 Heal t h.

17 Next on the list, we have Suzanne

18 LaRochel l e. (Pause for response.)

19 Ms. LaRochelle, if you would like to
20 unmut e your line now, you can begin by
21 spel ling your name. It looks like you're with
22 us.
23 M5. LaROCHELLE: Hello, can you hear nme?
24 M5. MOYE: Yes, ma'am we sure can. Pl ease
25 spell your name for the court reporter before
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1 you begin
2 MS. LaROCHELLE: My nane is Suzanne, S-U Z-A-N-NE,
3 LaRochelle, L-a-ROCHE-L-L-E I'ma
4 resi dent of Florence County and | oppose the
5 construction of this plant. | am appalled
6 that there are | oophol es, as Reverend
7 Wodberry nmentioned, that allowthis plant to
8 be Iicensed, and then in a year or two, nodify
9 their license. W need to stop these
10 | oophol es.
11 I'"m appal l ed that the pollution that
12 these plants will cause are ubiquitous.
13 They're invisible. The residents of Effingham
14 wi Il not know that they're being poi soned.
15 | am appalled that this plant is
16 going into a community where the majority are
17 poor citizens. This is not justice. This is
18 not what Anerica is about, and I'm urgi ng DHEC
19 to choose peopl e over power, people over
20 profit.
21 Thi s plant does not hel p South
22 Carolina or South Carolinian people, maybe
23 one. This plant poisons our community, and
24 say enough is enough. Thank you
25 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Ms. LaRochelle. | do
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1 think that we have clarified on our end that
2 Dr. Virginia Singleton and Virginia Sanders
3 are indeed two separate people.

4 So, Ms. Sanders, if you are with us
5 and would i ke to make your comments now, you
6 can unnmute your line. (Pause for response.)
7 We are going to go back and see if
8 we can catch those that we called on earlier
9 who were not available. W wll try going

10 t hrough t hese nanes again one nore tine, and
11 for your conveni ence, we have al so put the

12 slide up with the information on how to submt
13 comments by mail or email after tonight, if
14 you're not able to give your comments tonight
15 or if you're not able to finish themtonight.
16 So, I'"m going back to those that we
17 ski pped over. W had El ai ne Cooper. M.

18 Cooper, are you with us now? (Pause for

19 response.) Okay, please let the record show

20 that Ms. Cooper is not with us tonight, or is

21 not respondi ng.

22 Next, we have Dr. Florence Anoruo.

23 (Pause for response.) Dr. Florence Anoruo on

24 behal f of Environnmental Action G oup? (Pause

25 for response.) Let the record show that Dr.
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1 Anoruo was called on again and was not with us
2 t oni ght.
3 Drew Martin, | believe on behal f of
4 Sierra Cub? (Pause for response.) Drew
5 Martin. (Pause for response.) Okay, let the
6 record show that Drew Martin is not with us
7 thi s eveni ng.
8 Penny Cot hran on behalf of Sierra
9 Club? (Pause for response.) GCkay, please |et
10 the record show al so that Penny Cothran is not
11 present at the hearing to speak.
12 Har ol d Hughes? (Pause for
13 response.) Please let the record al so show
14 that M. Hughes was called on and was not
15 present.
16 And once again, Virginia Sanders?
17 (Pause for response.) Pl ease let the record
18 show that Ms. Virginia Sanders was not present
19 at the hearing to speak.
20 And with that, that concludes
21 everyone who pre-registered to nake a coment.
22 If you did not pre-register to speak but have
23 deci ded to make a comment, please |et us know
24 by raising your hand, using the hand icon or
25 t he m crophone icon on your screen, or press
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1 *6 if you are joining us by phone, and we wil|l
2 put that up on the screen, those directions up
3 on the screen as well.

4 After our Tech Support has noted who
5 Is raising a hand or unnuting, we will nute
6 you again to reduce background noise until we
7 call on you to give your coment. And what we
8 would like to do right nowis give you the
9 opportunity to unnute or raise your hand so
10 that we can take your nane down.
11 We're going to pause just a nonent
12 to make sure we get everyone, everyone's namne
13 noted, and then after that, we will begin
14 calling on you.
15 M5. SANDERS: I"mVirginia Sanders, and |I'm here.
16 M5. MOYE: Okay, well, thank you, Ms. Sanders.
17 Vell, I will go ahead and, and just say again
18 i f anyone wants to comment after Ms. Sanders,
19 you can go ahead and begin by raising your
20 hand and we will take your name down.
21 If your hand is lowered, it neans
22 that we have taken your...(technica
23 interruption of audio).
24 MS. SANDERS: Hel | 0? Hell o?
25 M5. MOYE: Yes, Ms. -- yes, Ms. Sanders.
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1 Pl ease go ahead with your comments.

2 M5. SANDERS: Yes. |I'm I'mdefinitely against

3 this. 1'ma comunity organi zer, boots on the
4 ground, in, in conmunities such as this.

5 This, this plant would be detrinental to the

6 health and wel fare of the people in this

7 conmmuni ty.

8 We are just comng out of a horrific
9 di saster as far as the COVID- 19 is concerned
10 This conmunity where you want to put this,

11 where this, this is going to be located, is

12 | ow-i ncone and predom nately black. | don't
13 have to tell you that the nunber of black, or
14 peopl e of color, who died as a result of the
15 COVI D di sease was astronom cal

16 And this condition, the, the pellets
17 is sonething that it, it, it attacks the, the
18 -- the remants from from nmaking these

19 pel l ets can, can go into the respiratory
20 system and the COVID-19 is a, is a condition
21 that attacks the respiratory system
22 And when you ask why many so -- why
23 so many people of color died fromthis
24 condition, we died fromit because these kind
25 of plants are located in the community where
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1 we |ive.

2 The only people who are going to

3 profit fromthis plant and this kind of plant
4 being | ocated even in the United States are

5 t he peopl e who nake noney, corporate people

6 who make noney shi pping those pellets

7 overseas. |'ve lived in, in Europe, in three
8 different countries. |If the Europeans want to
9 make pellets, they can nmake pellets for

10 thenmselves. In fact, in sone instances,

11 they're far ahead scientific, nuch far ahead
12 scientifically than we are.

13 So, | amdefinitely against this

14 pl ant even -- any, any -- this plant in South
15 Carolina or any other country, | nean, or any
16 other state in the United States peri od.

17 As | said, if you want to know why
18 so many bl ack people had, that died fromthe
19 virus, it's because of plants just like this.
20 Thank you.
21 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Sanders.
22 Again, we are noting the lines for those who
23 have decided that they would |ike to speak
24 toni ght but did not pre-register. Again, if
25 you would like to, to comment and you did not

803.749.8100

Southern Reporting, Inc.
www.souther nrepor ting.net
Souglern Reporting, Inc.



Public Hearing

Effingham Pellets, LL C Draft Air State Construction Per mit

Page 56
6/17/2021

1 pre-register, if you will raise your hand or

2 unmut e your line, and we are noting those

3 nanes as those lines are unnuted and those

4 hands are raised so that we can call on

5 everyone who would |ike to make a comment

6 toni ght.

7 We' || go ahead and get started with
8 t hose who we have noted. Danna Smth or Dana
9 Snmith?

10 M5. SM TH: Danna, that's correct. Can you hear
11 me okay?

12 M5. MOYE: Yes, nma'am we sure can; if you'll
13 pl ease just spell your nane for the court

14 reporter and go ahead.

15 M5. SM TH: Sure, Danna, D-A-N-N-A Snmith, S M
16 [-T-H I live in North Carolina; however, I
17 grew up in South Carolina. M famly is stil
18 there. | amthe executive director at Dogwood
19 Al'liance. There is no Planet B. W all share
20 the sane hone. W have to think globally and
21 act locally to ensure a safe and heal t hy
22 envi ronnent for everyone.
23 W are experiencing right now
24 mul tipl e ecol ogical and health crises, climte
25 change, biodiversity |Ioss, and pollution
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1 These conpoundi ng crises hit |owinconme and
2 comuni ties of color the hardest, and state
3 agenci es such as DHEC have a vital role to
4 play right now.
5 Wod pellets are not green energy.
6 They're not climate-friendly. Bionmass is as
7 dirty and destructive as coal and gas. This
8 proposed wood pellet mll will sinply add nore
9 fuel to the fire of a very dirty and
10 destructive industry which is rapidly
11 expandi ng across the South. The cunul ative
12 i mpacts of this industry are devastati ng,
13 addi ng carbon em ssions, inpacting
14 bi odi versity, and conprom sing human heal th.
15 I, I want to nake sure we have a
16 rebuttal to the statenents nade by the USIPA
17 representative regarding the scientific
18 support for biomass, and the characterization
19 of 1PCC s support for biomass. Just |ast
20 week, the European Academ es Sci ence Advisory
21 Counci| addressed this issue and |'mgoing to
22 make sure that DHEC gets a copy of, of the
23 Eur opean Acadeny of Science's [sic] rebutta
24 to that. Over 800 scientists have gone on
25 public record warning the EU governnent that
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1 burni ng wood in place of coal is going to
2 accel erate climte change.
3 The last thing we need right nowis
4 anot her wood pellet mll. Conmmunities in the
5 Pee Dee watershed are still recovering from
6 the [ ast extrene flooding event, which
7 scientists are linking to climte change and
8 who are warning are going to get worse.
9 Bur ni ng wood rel eases even nore
10 carbon into the air than burning coal, and
11 beyond that, forests provide bio-natural flood
12 control, and we need to |leave a | ot nore trees
13 standing so that they can scrub the atnosphere
14 of carbon and shore up natural protections
15 agai nst extreme weat her events.
16 This facility is taking us in the
17 wong direction. Just last week | read a
18 scientific study published this year that
19 docunents that biomass and wood are now the
20 | eadi ng sources of stationary-source air
21 pollution health inpacts in 24 states. In
22 many states, wood-based bi omass conbustion is
23 now t he | eading contributor of fuel combustion
24 nortality attributed to particulate matter,
25 exceedi ng that of coal.
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1 Burni ng wood for fuel is killing

2 people. It's that sinple. It's wong and

3 this facility, no matter its size, will be

4 contributing to the premature death of

5 I nnocent people. DHEC can and shoul d consi der
6 di sproportionate health inpacts on comunities
7 of color under the Gvil R ghts Act.

8 Finally, the wood pellet export

9 (timer sounds) industry poses an econom c ri sk
10 to rural comunities across the South, and

11 with 10 jobs at stake, it just isn't worth it.
12 We hope DHEC will do within its power to deny
13 this permt and stop the further expansion of
14 the wood pellet industry in South Carolina and
15 t hr oughout the Southern U.S. Thank you.

16 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Smth

17 Ckay, next we have a caller with the last four
18 digits of the phone nunber being 7231. So, if
19 those are the last four digits of your phone
20 nunber, if you can unnmute your |ine.
21 M5. CATHCART: Can you hear ne?
22 M5. MOYE: W can. |If you would please give us
23 your name and spell it for the court reporter
24 Thank you so nuch.
25 M5. CATHCART: O course; ny nane is Freeda, F-R-E-
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1 E-D-A Cathcart is GA-T-HCA-RT, and ny

2 famly's from Manning and | wanted to speak to
3 two issues. One is climate justice (brief

4 technical interference), ny background has

5 been i nsurance.

6 M5. YON | apol ogi ze, Freeda; you're going to
7 need to unnute yourself. Sorry, we got sone

8 background noise and | nuted the wong |ine.

9 | apol ogi ze.

10 M5. CATHCART: Are you able to hear ne?

11 M5. YON Yes, ma' am

12 M5. CATHCART: GCkay. | don't -- Well, | was saying
13 that | wanted to speak about clinmate justice,
14 and nmy background's in insurance...(technica

15 interruption of audio).

16 I"mvery concerned about the plant
17 usi ng wood pellets because of the

18 deforestation. Trees do an inportant job when
19 it cones to flooding and I know how badly
20 Fl orence has been hit over the |ast couple of
21 years by flooding. |It's been horrendous what
22 has happened there, and trees do an inportant
23 j ob soaki ng up the noi sture when, when there's
24 big rain events as well as being a carbon
25 si nk.
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1 So, it, it really doesn't make

2 sense to have a plant that's going to be

3 contributing to the circunstances that have

4 treated Florence so terribly. So, -- and, and
5 there's a difference between a mature

6 woodl ands conpared to just growing trees as an
7 i ndustry, and there's a |lot of science, and

8 t he person beforehand comented very

9 el oquently and scientifically in regards to

10 that, but | wanted to bring up the insurance
11 angle of it, too.

12 I nsurance conpanies are starting to
13 not cover flooding. The floodplains are

14 expandi ng from what they used to be because of
15 the climate change and a | ot of people don't
16 know that, and when insurance conpani es don't
17 cover that risk, it either goes to the, the

18 federal governnent, the state, or locality and
19 then the individual property owners, and if
20 t he people who are renting are | owincone
21 people, they really get hurt by the situation
22 which leads nme to nmy next point, which is
23 environnental justice.
24 It's not fair. It's not fair to put
25 that plant where they're tal ki ng about putting
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1 it, and other people spoke to that. It's not

2 fair to people of color to take the brunt of

3 the poor-quality air, it's just, just not

4 fair, and, and --

5 You nust deny this permt, you nust

6 deny this, this plant, and | appreciate your

7 time tonight. Thank you

8 M5. MOYE: Thank you so nmuch, Ms. Cathcart.

9 | would like to rem nd anyone who has not had
10 the opportunity yet to speak and would like to
11 do so, you can raise your hand using the hand
12 icon or the mcrophone icon on your screen, or
13 press *6 if you're joining us by phone. W
14 will note your nanme and nute your |ine back
15 and when it is your turn, I will call on you
16 by either your name or the last four digits of
17 t he phone nunber you're calling from
18 If for some reason you're
19 experiencing difficulty with nmuting or
20 unnmut i ng your line, please renenber that you
21 may al so subnmit your coments in witing unti
22 5 p.m on July 1st, 2021
23 And next, we have Suzanna Ellison.
24 M5, ELLI SON: H there, can you hear ne okay?

25 M5. MOYE: Yes, ma'am we sure can. Please go
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1 ahead.

2 MS. ELLI SON: Suzanna Ellison, that's SSU Z-A-NN
3 A E-L-L-1-S-ON | am23 years old and in

4 college. | study biology and environmenta

5 sci ence.

6 Today, | amcom ng to you from

7 Cher okee Land in so-called Geenville, South

8 Carolina, and | happen to have done sone field
9 research in |longleaf pine ecosystens of the

10 Lowcountry, so | know the forests of the South
11 at that intimate level, and if you listen to
12 the pine needles rustle in the wi nd, they

13 sound |i ke the ocean

14 |'ve personally gotten to study and
15 observe rare species of noths that require

16 ol d-growt h pine ecosystens to live. These

17 organi sns are beautiful and their habitat is
18 at risk. Their intricate relationships remnd
19 me of our delicate ecosystens between humans
20 and nature, as well as between humans and each
21 ot her.
22 These forest ecosystens, these
23 mar gi nal i zed communities, they are not the
24 Wal -Mart for the upper class. | have spent
25 years of ny life trying to explain this, that
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1 nmy present quality of life and nany others is
2 wor se of f because of an ol der generations

3 failure to stand up for |and sovereignty and a
4 failure to stand up for each other.

5 | oppose the wood pellet facility

6 strongly because the presence in Effingham

7 South Carolina is nodern-day col onization; it
8 is an abuse of power; it is greenwashing.

9 Li ke others have said, this is not clean

10 energy and worse than it not being clean

11 energy, it is an assault on a rural South.

12 | strongly oppose its presence as

13 well as a permt approval, and | thank others
14 for speaking up today as well.

15 M5. MOYE: Thank you so nmuch, Ms. Ellison

16 Ckay, and we have next, a phone nunber wth

17 the last four digits of 6909. |If those are

18 the last four digits of your phone nunber, you
19 can *6 to unnute your line.
20 DR.  ANORUO Can you hear ne?
21 M5, MOYE: Yes, we can. Please state your nane
22 and spell it for the court reporter.
23 DR.  ANORUO Can you hear ne?
24 M5. MOYE: Yes, ma'am Can you hear ne?
25 DR, ANORUO Yes. (Good evening, this is Dr.
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1 Fl orence Anoruo. First nanme is spelled F-L-O
2 R-E-NCE, last nane is ANORUO | ama
3 professor at South Carolina State University
4 in environnmental and plant, plant biologist,

5 and | have done a lot of work on environnenta
6 justice, including studying air pollution and
7 health disparities in mnorities, especially
8 African- Anerican mnorities.

9 I"mhere to support all of the

10 scientists who have raised their voices

11 agai nst wood pellet industry, as well as the
12 community | eaders, ny sisters and brothers |
13 call them who I've worked very closely with
14 especially the conmttee in Florence. A |ot
15 of people have said everything that needs to
16 be sai d.

17 Danna speak -- Danna Smith, who |

18 al so work closely with, has spoken on the

19 scientific merits against the wood pellets.
20 So, | don't need to repeat that, but where I'm
21 trying to add ny voice is that the wood pell et
22 i ndustry not only affects the health of those
23 communi ti es where they're either expandi ng or
24 establishing new facilities, but it's adding
25 to the sane conmmunities that have been al ready
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1 di sproportionately affected by all fornms of

2 pol lution. And having the industry in this

3 comuni ty woul d have cunul ative i npact.

4 There are so many people in this

5 community with respiratory diseases, wth

6 chronic di seases, and they're all, many of

7 themare |inked to exposure to pollution, and
8 this will add another layer to that. So, | am
9 addi ng ny voice to support that DHEC do not

10 grant permt to the expansion of the wood

11 pellet industry in the Florence County, and

12 also in any other place in the United States.
13 There are different fornms of green
14 energy that we can pursue, that conpani es can
15 pursue, but this is not one of them because

16 the problens associated with it is nore than
17 t he advantages that the conpanies tout to

18 those comunities. The jobs that are supposed
19 to be created is not enough to account for the
20 envi ronnent al degradation, the heal th problens
21 that will be coming fromestablishing this
22 facilities in this very rural and mnority
23 communi ty.
24 The communities that usually have
25 this inpact have flooding issues. They have
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1 ot her environnental issues. They have food

2 insecurity in all of those places. Wen you,
3 when you conmpound into it, the cunulative

4 i mpact, it's very, very high

5 A lot of tines, also, there is an

6 argunent that the current wood pellet facility
7 that, that is supposed to be in Effinghamis

8 not really | ocated close to the mnority

9 communities (tinmer sounds), but pollution does
10 not stay where it is started. Pollution noves
11 by air, it noves by water, so the people

12 around there are going to be affected.

13 So, | amjoining all of the

14 supporters who are asking DHEC to not permt
15 t he establishment of this wood pellet

16 i ndustry. Thank you

17 M5. MOYE: Thank you, Dr. Anoruo.

18 It looks like that is everyone that had

19 i ndicated they would |ike to speak tonight
20 either by pre-registering or by raising their
21 hand or unnmuting their line. Again, if you
22 had trouble or were experiencing difficulty
23 tonight with unmuting your |ine, please
24 remenber that you can submt your comments in
25 witing through 5 p.m on July 1st.
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1 M5, TAYLOR Thank you, Donna.

2 As Donna nentioned, there is a way to submt

3 your comments in witing, if you have

4 comment ed toni ght and you do have your conment
5 in witing and would like to also submt

6 t hose, please feel free to do so. The

7 i nformati on on where you can send those

8 conments are now up on the screen. Those

9 coments will be able to be received unti

10 July 1st, 2021, by 5 p.m They could be

11 submitted by nail to the address: BAQ Public
12 Noti ce Coordi nator, DHEC/ BAQ at 2600 Bull

13 Street, Colunbia, South Carolina 29201; by

14 emai | at: A r PNConment s@lhec. sc. gov.

15 On behal f of DHEC, we would like to
16 t hank everyone for joining us tonight and

17 gi ving us your conments. Please note once

18 again your witten comments can be subm tted
19 until July 1st, by 5:00 p.m DHEC will review
20 and consider all comments received during the
21 public coment period and will request
22 additional information fromthe applicant, if
23 necessary.
24 A decision wll not -- I'msorry. A
25 decision will then be nade to approve, nodify,
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1 or deny the Draft Air Quality Permt. The

2 permt decision and a sunmary response to all
3 witten comments received will be posted on

4 our webpage and provided to everyone on our

5 mailing |ist.

6 You have the right to request a

7 final review of any permt decision nmade by

8 DHEC. The final review request nust be

9 submitted in witing to DHEC s Cl erk of the
10 Board, along with a filing fee in the anount
11 of $100, within 15 days after notice of DHEC s
12 permt decision has been mailed to the

13 applicant.

14 In consideration of these

15 requi rements, you will receive notification of
16 DHEC s permt decision by U S. Standard Mi

17 or by email. If you wish to be notified of

18 DHEC s decision by certified mail instead,

19 pl ease make that request in witing no |ater
20 than July 1st, 2021.
21 Now, on behalf of DHEC, | would
22 again like to thank you and -- for your
23 attendance and your comments this evening. As
24 the state’s public health agency, DHEC
25 encourages you to help us win the fight
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1 agai nst COVID- 19 by getting a safe, effective,
2 and free vaccine at a convenient |ocation near
3 you.
4 The tinme is now 8:02 p.m and this
5 hearing is officially adjourned.
6 M5. LaROCHELLE: Thank you.
7 M5. TAYLOR You may di sconnect. Goodnight.
8 MS. LaROCHELLE: Thank you.
9 M5. SLATER: Thank y'all.
10 (Wher eupon, at 8:02 p.m, this
11 publ i c hearing was adjourned.)
12 (*This transcript may contain quoted nmaterial.
13 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted
14 by the speaker.)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF HORRY )

BE I T KNOMW, that I, Cara-Leigh V. Richardson
took the foregoing proceedi ng and hereby attest:

That | was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm ni ster an
oat h;

That the foregoing public hearing was taken down
by me and reduced to witten form by neans of Stenonmask
w t h backup;

That the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of said hearing at
the tinme and place aforesaid to the best of ny skill
and ability;

That | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor interested
in the outconme of this action;

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto
affixed nmy signature and title.

@,égz/)/é;é’@/m

Cara-Leigh V. Ri chardson

Date: July 2nd, 2021
Notary public for South Carolina
My comm ssion expires July 10, 2025
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