
Office for Coastal Management 

How to Map Open Space Preservation  
for the FEMA Community Rating System 

Russell Jackson 
NOAA Office for Coastal Management 

Get CRS Credit for Preserving Natural and Beneficial Functions! 
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Digital Coast 
An enabling platform for coastal 

decision making 

https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/ 
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Digital Coast 

A constituent-driven, 
integrated, enabling platform 
supporting coastal resource 
management that is used 
- Data 
- Tools 
- Training 
- Success Stories 
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Digital Coast Partnership 
• American Planning Association 
• Association of State Floodplain 

Managers 
• Coastal States Organization 
• National Association of 

Counties 
• National Estuarine Research 

Reserve Association 
• National States Geographic 

Information Council 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• Urban Land Institute 
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The Digital Coast in Action: 
Facilitating Use and Application 
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https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/slr/ 
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https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/flood-exposure.html 
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How To Map Open Space Preservation (OSP) for 
Community Rating System Credits 

1. Step-by-step instructional “How To” guide (for planners) 
 

2. GIS workflow (for GIS analysts) 
 
• Supplementary documents 

– Before you get started  
– GIS dataset checklist 
– Job aids 
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CRS Activity 420:  
Open Space Preservation 

• Communities earn credits for permanently preserved open space 
• First five elements provide credit for parcels that qualify for: 
 

 
 OSP Credit 

• Open Space Preservation (OSP) – 1450 points 

OSP Extra 
Credit 

• Deed Restrictions (DR)  
• Natural functions open space (NFOS)  
• Special flood-related hazard open space (SHOS)  
• Coastal erosion open space (CEOS)  
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Workflow Steps 

• Map the impact adjusted SFHA 

• Identify lands that may qualify 

• Exclude areas that do not qualify 

• Calculate the number of possible 
OSP credits   rOSP = aOSP/aSFHA (x 1,450 points )  

• Determine if parcels qualify for 
“extra credit” 
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Open Space GIS Workflow Guide 
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https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/coastal-conservation.html 
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Where You’ll find it 
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Digital Coast Partnership CRS Strategy 

CRS 
Strategy 

ASFPM and CSO 
Green Guide 

TNC CRS Explorer 

NOAA How To Guide 
& GIS Workflow 
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http://coastalresilience.org/project/open-space/ 



Office for Coastal Management 

http://coastalresilience.org/project/community-rating-system-explorer/ 
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https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/products/crs-community-resilience/ 
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Questions & Feedback? 

Russell.Jackson@noaa.gov 
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