
Brief Ebola Risk Assessment for Schools

This flow chart may help school and childcare staff in deciding what to do when a child, student or staff 
member presents with a fever or other symptoms of Ebola. If a child is unable to answer questions, please 
seek information from the child’s parent or guardian.

Does the child/student/staff member have a any of the following 
symptoms or appear to be very sick?  Symptoms to look for include: 
• Fever (or signs of a fever like pale skin, shivering, or sweating)
• Diarrhea, vomiting or stomach pain
• Weakness 
• Muscle aches
• Headache
• Unexplained bleeding or bruising

OR
Has the child /student/staff member 
spent time in Guinea, Liberia, or Sierra 
Leone in the past 21 days (3 weeks)

No

Has the child /student/staff member 
lived in the same house as an Ebola 
patient in the past 3 weeks?

If the person is mildly ill, follow 
your procedures for dealing 
with mildly ill persons.  

YES

NoYES

If both answers are NO, follow 
guidance in the School or 
Childcare Exclusion List for 
dealing with ill persons.  

If either answer is YES, immediate assessment is needed.  
1.  Call 911 and tell the operator 

• Someone in the school has a fever  or concerning 
symptoms , additionally  

• The person has recently returned from an Ebola affected 
country in West Africa or was a contact to a proven Ebola 
case in the US in the past 3 weeks

While waiting for the ambulance to arrive, the ill person 
should be isolated in a room separate from other 
children/students/staff.  Anyone caring for the ill person 
should wear a mask, gloves, and a protective gown.  

2.  Call DHEC’s Ebola number: 803-898-3708 or the Epi Office in 
your Region.  Updated 10/14/2014


